
if-- .

nit:

1

THE EVENING WORLD, THURSDAY, JULY 6, 1922.

WOMEN STRUGGLE THROUGH HALF A MILE OF SMOKE IN SUBWAY
War. The tlcnsitv and quality of the fumes created in the tube, tlicy
said, were appalling.

President Frank llcdley of the Intcrborough and President
George McAncny of the Transit Commission, with staffs of assistants
only waited for definite assurances that there had been no loss of life
before starting rigid investigation- - t learn how ihe .uvidenl hap-

pened and how it- - repetition could be prevented '

Fisl Fights in Dark al Every Door
01 10-C- ar Train as Women Rush

Screaming Against Closed Exits

Guards Refuse to Let
Takes Command

Rescue

Passengers Policeman

Passengers in the third car from the front of the train noticed
n odor of burning cloth and rubber as the train was slowing down

to enter the 59th station. Flames into the car when it
was about 100 feet from the station

There was a rush to the other

Out

Street broke

the end door became clogged with screaming women trying to get back
through the train.

Policeman Fred Norman of the Oak Street Station was in the
car. He was off duty and not in uniform. Norman swung his shield
from his coat lapel, and immediately took command to quiet the
panic. His sharp commands stopped the rush and he tore a hand
fire extinguisher from the side of the car and began playing a spray
of the chemical on the spot where the smoke was rising.

The men in the car, at his command, went down the aisle trying
to keep the more frightened persons in their seats.

A voice from the platform between the cars shouted:
"Look out for the electric current; shut it off somebody."

A man jumped at the electric switchbox in the corner of the car
and pawed wildly at its levers.

Every light in the train snapped out. At the same time every
light along the subway posts and in the station went out.

With the terror of darkness any control Policeman Norman had
obtained over the frightened passengers was gone. Screams and
howls came from scared throats and every door in the train was
rushed.

The guard, stood with their backs to the doors, refusing to open
them because t..c train was not in a station. The next express station
uptown was at 86th Street and the next downtown station was at
42d Street but the guards clung rigidly to the rules.

There were fisticuffs and pulling and hauling fights in every
vestibule between the ten cars of the train.

The volume of smoke coming from the burning insulation under
the first, car increased swiftly. It became more choking and irri-

tating every moment.
Women began sinking to their feet and falling back against the

seats, catching frantically at the persons next to them. Now and
then a match was lighted, only to be slapped out by some one sen-

sible enough to know that a fire in a woman's or child's fluffy dress
might start something much worse than suffocation in dart.ness.

It was Policeman Norman who first was successful in forcii -

open one of the doors in the rear of the car where the fire started.
At once he leaped out to the side of the track, careless of the

peril of the third rail. With sharp commands he directed the men
in the vestibufe to hand down to him the limp forms of women and
children and some men who could be found by gioping alon the
car and the seats.

One after another the guards through the rest of the train rea-

lized that to keep the doors closed meant the certain asphyxiation
by smoke of the passengers locked in the darkness, and slid back
the doors. Many of the passengers, partly overcome and nearly
out of their minds with fright, crawled to the doors on their hands
and knees and toppled to the stone ballasted track level.

Part of the dramatic story of the battle to save lives is the in-

cident of Norman's bumping into an emergency telephone instrument
in the darkness. He took it down to find he was connected with Inter-boroug- h

headquarters which at once put him through to Police I lead-quarter- s.

The Lexington Avenue express tracks are depressed sufficiently
below the local tracks and the station level so there is room for the
crosstown B. R. T. tunnel to run between them. There is a narrow
emergency stairway winding up from the express level to the south
end of the downtown local tracks. Only a few of the train guards
knew of this emergency escape and were able to direct passengers
toward it.

Scores of passengers wandered down and up the express tracks
until they came to a spot where an emergency ventilating shaft gave
them a gleam of light from above and a whiff of fresh air.

Policeman Norman's brief description of the situation furnished
Police Headquarters with information warranting the calling of all
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Heroism Saves Lives o! Scores
Of Women and Children Overcome

In Lexington Ave. Subway Panic
Patrolman

northbound

Ambulances and Fire Apparatus at 60th Street,
Where One of First Aid Stations Was Established

and children from tho tunnel
"Tliinus weren't ho bail." said 1

Lieut. McCiownn to an Evening World I
reporter who met hlr . as ho emerged
from th cincrgcncj exit nt tho
southeast corner of Lexington Avo-nu- o

und l'lfty-llr- st Street, "until tho
lights went out. Then tho curs be-

gun to till with smoke, which carried
the odor ot burning Insulation and
grenso and nlso of somo sort ot pow-

erful fir o extinguisher. Tire atmo-
sphere was stifling.

"Thoro was considerable of a panic.
Tlio crash of breaking glass Indi-

cated that frantic passengers wero
breaking windows or breaking tho
glass part of side and platform doors.
Guards told tho passengers to pass
through tho train to the rear and got
down on tho tracks.

Some of tho men wero very cool
and did a lot In helping the women
and children, to tho emergency exit.
I Judge that tho rear end ot the train
was alKitit under fiulh Sheet. Prom
there It wns a walk of four blocks
along the trucks to tho Gist Street ex
it.

"When wo got to tho exit wo found
two men who had stationed them-
selves at tho bottom of tho winding,
narrow stairway and wero fighting
back men who were trying to get
out In front of women und children-Thor-

was a terrific Jam at tho foot
ot tho stairway. Pretty soon another

xlt was opened and, with two Mali- -
ways working, the tunnel was cleared,
but many women had to be carried
up." ,

John Wlssler, of No. 57G Hast 137th
Street, carried n woman who weighed
about 200 pounds nil the way from
tho train to tho Hast filst Street exit
ami up tho ntepi to tho street. Ho
was given a lift occasionally, but In
tho main ho carried her alone Tho
woman, unconscious was placed in an
ambulance and rushed to llellevuo
Hospital.

When tho advanro guaid ot cscap
lug passengers leached tho top of t lie
stairway of tho ciueigency exit they
found Hint tho way to the open air
was barred by a heavy iron grating
Two of the train guurcls put their
backs under the grating and forced It
out. No one In the tunnel apparently
knew Hint thoro wan another exit
loading to the southwest coiner until
Ralph (iengo of No. IML'l Aitlmr Ave
nue. tho Bronx, discovered it, climbed
it and forced tho grating at tho street
level.

Annie Wollf, a business rcpiesentn- -
tlv-- j of Women's Upholstery. No. 230
Hast fiSth Street, was passing the cor
ner of f.lst Street and Lexington Ave
nue when she saw tho emergency exit
loading out on tho sidewalk move.
Shn then heard voices fmntlv calling
for help.

With the aid ot several girls who
had r.allieiiii) raised the rover of
the eni"igt-nr- exit nnd lifted out n
small boy who had been overcome
Ho whs followed by about tldtiv other
pei'son". Including many women and
children They wtiro taken by Miss
Wolff .... : her companions to tho
Young Womon'H Christian Association
bill i nit nonruy, wnero rust tun iw
administered.

One old man who had been left In
the tunnel, nppaiently overlooked, and
who wns unable to get to tho street
won inn led up by K. R. Barton, who
runs a fuinlturo store at No. 77& Lex
liigtim AVonue. Ilarton left his store
as soon as ho heard of the accident
and went down into the tunnel, where
he aided in tho rescue vvoik

Miss Miulo Kannei. proprietor of
the Kraft Shop, No. 767 I.cxincton
Avenue, closed her More, and helped
In lliit-al- vvoik nt the tempoiury
hospital

pli ndld service in resi uinr nm) nf
luiuiK first aid to the biucken wus

.given by officers nnd employees 01

f Hloonilnsdulo's department store
"nlc" llv 1,10
nioomingdale was

n!?mnufI;1J

time, and within a few momonts hau
corralled all his porters and dliccted
them In tho work of lcscue. Drs.
Pollack and Hahr of tho niooming
dale emergency staff, lcndered valiant
first aid service.

All the stock of aromatic spirits ol
ammonia in the Hlooinlngdale drug
department was taken to tho street
und aided in reviving scores. Cuns
of hot coffeo from the lunch rojtn
iravcd a godsend to rescuers, fire
men and victims alike.

llllam J. Webster. assistant
superintendent of IJIoomlngdal was
one of tho first to decern! Iinto t.ie
subway to old In tho work of rescue
Ho was quickly ovcrcomo by tno
deadly gases and probably affected
more quickly than others because he
was badly gassed In the army over
seas.

One "f (hp most traclo of all the
stories was that ot an Intcrborough
lineman by tho namo of Murphy, liv-
ing in 102d Street.

Yesterday Murphy, a former
servico man, loft tho United States
Government Hospital nt Pox Hills.
This afternoon ho Is In Bellovuo.
While at Pox Hills he underwent two
operations. Ho was badly gassed In
the World Wnr.

Murphy went to work for the In- -
toiborough this morning. He was
overcome to-d- was brought up out
of tho subway at Gist Street and in
Nnulielm's phurmac), at No. 750 Lex-
ington Avenue, was given first aid
by Miss Kmmii G. Rush, a legistcred
nurse, of No. U3 Mist COth Street.
Later ho was uttended by Dr. Morton,
of tho Plrc Department. Muiphy had
partly regained consciousness when an
ambulance left for llellevuo with him.

Within a half-ho- Nauholm's und
ill other drug stoics In the neighbor
hood wero leportcd to havo been
cleaned out of their supplies of oxygen
tanks. Every druggist and druggist's
clerk In tho district was helping the
injured.

Conductor Pink wns In
chargo of car No. 7 when tho tlrst
Hash came us the car was passing
5Sth Street. Iminediatelv nassenirors
started for tho doors In a panic.
When tho train had been biought to
a stop Ilrad.slmw opened all of the
doors and assisted Ihe imssi nirors to
the tracks.

About thirty-si- x passengus in this
car wero taken to a stii'et opening nt
ust htreet. At this point the express
tunnel is below the local tracks In n
lower tunnel and there is no station
for cxprebs trains near there. The
street dpenlng is a narrow well ex
tending up to tho st t ect surface nnd
provided with ladders, l'ho thirty-si- x

passengers weie carried up through
thin opening by menus of ladders nnd
reached the street in an iiiuonsdotiH
condition

Cupl. K"oll of Pire Patrol No. i
juwi nircoi mil I'uiK Am nue, was
overcome on the suhnuv sinlrs and
was given llidt aid b a passing pn
trolmnn. t'npt. Kelly vun compelled
to ri fur somo tliuo before being al-

lowed to continue (Inciting his men.
who wero assisting tho tegular ,lru
men.

John .1. Dwycr. cotiilmior of the
train, satd he was at Ins post between
tho second und Hind cais when Hi'
Hash came.

"It seemed to be in i middle of
the third cm," ho sa..l. "Then there
wns another flash mid dense snioko
followed it. Tho motoimun stopped
tho train nbout C4th Street I think

"As soon as tho fire began, tho
passengers began demanding of the
guards th.it liny npi-- the doors and
the cu.ml- - ilnl i,ot Knew n.it to do
MivlmU Jutoui, a dU.U'd cu U) fourth

ar. was very calm He opened tho
loom of his car nnd directed tlu
ueople to get down to the tunnel
quietly. He then Jumped down to the
tracks and ran to the rear of tho
tram so people could get nearer tho
emergency exit. Then he was ovcr-lom- e

1 the smoke."
ICilward Lobors of Croton, N. . an

employee of the New York Central
Railroad, was stundlng In tho vesti-
bule of the third car of the train
which cuught fire, and directly be-
side tho panel box from which the
first flames Issued.

"The first thing 1 knew," ho said.
"was when there was a dart of flame,
tho panel box broke nnd a piece struck
mo on tho hand. Threo times the
flames went up and died down nnd
then It seemed as If the motorman put
on power, because thoro was another
flash and all tho lights in the train
went out. There was a shower of
sparks and a Jot of smoke.

"The passengers got in a panic nnd
made a rub for thn rear of the train.
I started back with them and on tho
way 1 smashed a number of windows.
Tho people began climbing out
through them. Several men and I
helped the women and children to
get out thot way. The tunnel and
the cars were filled with smoke."

Rev. Frank Shanley of the Chii'-c-

of St. Benedict the Moor wns
passing the corner of G3d Street anc,
Lexington Avenue a little after 11.10
o'clock.

"I faintly heard the sound of wail
ing and screuming coining from un- -
dergiound," said Father Shanley n
an Kvening World reporter. "It war
uncanny. Others heard it. The
sounds proceeded from .a grating : n
the corner and somebody said It wus
an emergency subway exit nnd mat
undoubtedly there had been a bad
accident below.

'We raised the giating and some
of us descended tint almost perpen
dicular ladder. I should sny we went
down almost 100 feet to tho express
track level Then we walked towaid
tho 1 a In

"The atmosphere wus suffocating
I inft Policeman John Zeller. who ad- -

Choked With Gas

Victims of the accident Informed
Mayor Hylan, who was at the
scene, that n peculiar gas generated
during t lie tire wns terrifying and
made breathing agonizing. One of the
coughing and choking victims told the
Muor Ihut the gnus was evident just
as soon us tho Pyreno flro extinguish
oro, with which the subway ears aio
equipped foi emergencies, wero turned
Into the flames.

' Tim khcmisal r ion fnllnwinc
the use- of mo generated
a gnu that was unbearable," this un-

identified victim Informed tho Mayor
"It seemed pauilyizing to the icspirn
lory trails and made breathing

'ugoniziiiK
Majoi Hylan showed inlene

in Urn man's statement ami
sent him In an outomobllo to tho Lust
G7th Street police station to make a
deposition. The man was accom-
panied by Diteptlve Horun.

Howard P. Rush, a Captain of Kn- -

glno Compan.v No. 39, ,one of tho first
to nrilvc .i? the scene, stnggorod to
Uij; street and was greeted by Mayor

vised me to tie mv handkerchief over
nij nose und mouth We helped a
numbei of women to the foot of the
stairs."

Charles E. Dippeler. a real estate
broker who lives at the New York
Athletic Club, was a passenger In the
last car of a southbound Lexington
Avenue subway train which came into
59th Street at the time or the fire.

"All the lights in ot r tialn went out
and the cars weie filled with smoke.
There was a panio among the women
on tho train and many of the windows
were broken. They climbed through
these and made their way to the sta-
tion. Some of us had to walk through
the smoke-fille- subway, and It was
scarcely possible to breathe down
there."

Russel A. Nugh. a moving picture
camera man. was an indirect victim

i tho Lexington Avenue subway ac
cident. Nugh wus on Ills way to the
scene with his camera in a taxlcab
and the chauffeur was paying no at
tention to trnfllc regulations. The
taxi collided with another and Nunli
wns thrown part way through the
front window. Ills face was Ixidly
lacerated and he wound up In St.
Vincent's Hospital.

Samuel Rerent, of No. 1027 South-
ern Boulevard, the Bronx, one of tlie
passengers of the lust car, said that
the train was stalled for about three-quarte-

of an hour before tho pas-
sengers weie able to get out. After
the train had been stalled tlftrcn min-
utes the fans stopped revolving and
all of the lights went out, ho said,
nnd added Hint even tho pilot lights
In the vestibules of tho cars failed.

The passengeis were orderly until
told to move toward the front of the
train when the fumes pouiing
Into tho rear cars. Several women
became pnnlcstrlcken and their fright
spread to others, und in a few seconds
the orderly procession had been
turned Into a madly scrambling mob.

Pite Commissioner Thomas ,1.

Drennan announced that later in tin
day a statement would be ifiven out
fiom his ufllce in tho Mnnicipal
Building

Following Use

Hylan. He nlso complained of the pe
cullar gas, which ho said had knocked
him out completely. He satd It wns
Impossible to live long In the air be
low, nnd his statements confirmed
those of otlio other victim.

Turning to (Jrover A Whelan, Com

mlssloner of , Plant und Structures
Mavor Hylan requested him to order
iheiinsts from the Central Laboratory
to come to tho scene immediately and
mako a demonstration use of the Py
retic c:;t'..".S'.!luhi!rn and get samples of
the deadly gas In the subway.

"Don't forget tiint Pyrene Is n pat
onted article and that come of the
gang downtown are Interested In It,'
Mavor Hylan told reporters who fol
lowed him through Ms activities
"Now. see if you cun get It printed."

Hnrrv Wonojosky. twenty-six- , of
No. 112 East 103d Street, seemed to
be one of the most seriously ovcremn
by smoke and gns. It took forty mln
utes of continual effort by nmbulmco
surcfons with the pulmotor before io

showed the leaM mgns of life H
flni'ly revived nnd wr ent to u lion

Pitnl. ...

Of Pyrene Fire Extinguishers

Victims Overcome by Fumes From Car Apparatus
Mayor Orders Chemical Investigation.

active

extinguishers

began

J'

Hedley Finds Cause of Fire
Was Short Circuit in Panel

Box on Fourth Car o! Train
This Box Is Lined With Asbestos and Has Metal Door,

With Nothing to Burn but Insulation
on the Wires.

When tho accident occurred Frank
Hoilley, President of the Intcrbor-
ough, was nt the omce of the Tran
sit Commission. His nrst knowledge
of it was given to him by n reporter
of The livening World. Mr. Hedley
and Transit Commissioners Mc-
Ancny and Harkncss Immediately
took a taxlcab and In company with
The Evening World reporter went to
69th Street where, through a subway
exit, they made their way to tho car
on which tho accident oocurrod.

This car was the fourth In a train
of ton cars. It was found that the
short circuit occurred in a panel box
on the front end of tho car.

According to Mr. Hedley, this panel
box Is covered with a metal hinged
door. Is lined with asbestos, and there
Is nothing In It to (burn oxcept In
sulation.

Examination developed the fact,
however, that the force of the blow-
out was such that It threw off the
lights In nil tho cars and oven Inter-
fered with the propor working of tho
ventilators Btatloned at tho emer
gency exits at ath Street and at
62d Street.

According to trainmen examined by
Mr Hedley and by James S. Doyle,

Gas From Extinguishers Deadly.
Declares Expert, Amazed There

Were No Fatalities in Accident
Dr Hari .M. Archer, an honorary

Deputy Chief of the Fire Department,,
who helped vovlve stricken victims,
is an authority on gases and fumes
and tholr effects and has witnessed
hundreds of fires.

This," he said to an Kvening
Word reporter, "was the worst
attack of gas I over experienced at a
New York fire. It shows that fire
extinguishers which are perfectly
harmless In the open should not be
used In such a confined apace as the
subway."

'Pyrene is a safe fire extinguisher
ordinarily, but In a confined space It

Many Inquire About Victims

News Spreads Through City

News of the accident spread through
the city with astonishing rapiuny.
Within an hour after the first reports

ere given In the newspaper extras
many persons began to Inquire at tho
Kast 81st and East 67th Street Police
Stations about those they had reason
to believe were on the train.

By 1.45 o'clock Inquirers began to
reach the East 67th Street Station
from Urooklyn und the Bronx. They
asked nbout people who left Brook-

lyn this morning by subway or were
expected In the Bronx.

The public room of the station
house was Jammed at 2 o'clock. A

policeman read tho names of the vic
tims of the accident as rast as moy
were brought In by patrolmen. Other
policemen arranged an alphabetical
list which was posted inside and out-

side the station house.

IHE INJURED

(Continued from Virst Page )

Park Place, Bronx.
Sreld. Emily, No. 2169 Fifth

Avenue.
Stein, Mrs, Sarah, No. 16 Wlnas

Avenue, Newark.
Stein, Mnx, No. 16 Wlnas Ave-

nue, Newark.
Stein, Philip, No. 16 Wlnas

Avenue, Newark.
Sterns, Joseph, No. 210 Putnam

Avenue, Brooklyn.
Surback, Jacob, No. 314 East

Ninth Street.
Suskind, George, No. 1S01 Hoe

DIED.
ALIJKUS." HENKY K. CAMPnKM.

CHURCH, Thursday, 8 I'. SI.

(i.f.llft.lTII.-O- n th. 4th Inst , HOMAft

II. CALURAIT1I, balovtd liui and o.
ISllz&betn V. Kanny, a rntmbtr of th
Operator! Plaiurara' Loton, No. 60

Funeral from hla lata raildanoa, 647

Herfen ave.. nrorue, Trlday, July 7, at 10

o'clock; ihenca to th Church of SB. Tatar
and Paul, nher a aolemn hi (b requUin
rr.&33 "tu ' nffrd for tha rapoaa of hti
BOUl.

D. CAMPDtt.b
CIlimCH, rrlday, 1 f. t.

L08T, FOUND AND REWARDS.
LOST An old nandbar with Initial! W. 11.

I).: rontatntng mcn'a tannla clothai, pair
ot child's rubuara, imlr nt palant laathsr
pump nnd a purpla able draaa; Hbtral ra-
ti ard. W, It- Dawey, 214 rroipaot J'laca,
Urooklyn.

BU8INEBB pPPORTUNJTIgp.
"A'si''uiltiurit ioad V, or v'icin'uy,

to bt; aeuss, N V., ot vicinity, on or
ntiuut .nil 0i Kivt eraar cart of J. T, JClas,
Ktl 1'utnam av,, si Xddraia O Mil World.

one of tho engineers of tho Intcrbor-
ough, thoro were only nbout 200 pas-

sengers an the train. It could not bo
found that any of these passengors
were so seriously Injured that they
had to bo carried from tho trnln. But
when tho lights of the train went out
following the explosion In the switch-bo- x,

the hystorln of thoso passengers
closoly bordered on panic.

Transit Commissioners MoAneny
and Harkncss, who also mado an ex-

amination of the car In which the ac-

cident occurred, were unable to detect
Its cause. But they have ordered their
engineers to mnko a thorough exami-
nation not only of the car and panel-bo- x

In which tho switch was located
but of nil passengers who were In tho
car.

Power was ngaln turned on In tho
BUbway at 1 :15. The train was moved
under Its own power to the 8flth Street
station, the next northbound express
stop, where Hedley and the Transit
Commissioners returned to the strcot.

Mr. Hedley stated: "It Is too bad
we have not yet advanced to that
stago ol electrical scionce where we
can forestall occurrences such as this.
This Is tho first time nn accident ot
this sort has ever occurred In this
subway."

As

I'ATTISOX.rLOHA

produces a gas that Is quite deadly
and similar to the gai that follows an
explosion of firedamp In a coal mine

"I am amazed that there were no
fatalities, but I think I ought to warn
everybody who went through the ex-

perience in the tube to get medical
udvice. Undoubtedly there will be
serious results from this. The effect
of the gas that these people breathed
Is to paralyze the respiratory tracts.

"We had to work over ono man,
Harry Yonjojsky, forty minutes be-

fore he was out of danger. Ho had
apparently revived after twenty-flv- o

minutes of treatment with a pulmotor
but completely collnpsed again and
was out for fifteen minutes longer."

Avenue, Bronx.
Swain, Walter J., thirty-on- e,

Plalnfleld, N. J.
Vlnncy. Batavla, No. 100 East
129th Strcot.

Walsh, Tesl, No. 24S Brook
Avenue, tho Bronx.

Weir. Madeline, No. 2S7 Willis
Avenue.

Weir, Genevieve. No. 2S7 Willis
Avenue.

Weir, Mrs. Madeline. No. 27
Willis Avenue, Bronx.

Wclse, Fireman Theodore, En-
gine No. 39.

White, Lawrence, No. 231 West
137th Street.

Yager. Morris, forty, No. 71
East 94th Street.

Yeser, Morris, No. 618 East
114th Street.

Yonojsky, Harry, 112 East 103d
Street.

fX Vacation have The
iTrr.i f-- n if.'i..iu oriu iuiiuw you. iuaricu

livery day to Your summer
tddrcss.
WORLD SUMMER RATES

Per Per
Week Month

Morning & Sunday. .35 $1.00
Morning World... .25 .85
Evening World 25 .85
Sunday World 10c. per Sunday
Subscribe now for any length of time.
Addresa changed aa ottun as desired.

Your newsdeaUr will arranga
It for yuu, or remit direct to

Cashier, Now York World,
Park Row, New York City.
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2092 7th Ave i
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All "Lost and Found" artlclca
advertised In The W,irW or reported
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"Lost and Found" advertisements
can ba left at anr i Tha World'a
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